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Agency's Role In Cuban Fiasco
Revealed Despite Official S:lence

By GEORGE JENKS

Biade Washlagten Correspendent

\\, ASHINGTON-—One of the .oddest aspects of the ill-
fated invasion of Cuba is that never before or after
the shoating started did the United States Government

123ue any authoritative. explanation of its
rizing against the Castro regire,

Being the fiasco that lt
was, the Cuyban affair is
something everyone in this
country would like to forget,
vet it does constitute an in-
teresting case history on the
spread of information by leaks |
and by indirection, -

While the buildup for the in-
vasion was taking place, there
was a tight lid. on Washington
news sources. The same was
not trué of Miama, Fla., tra-
ditional listening post for
i.atin-American affairs.'

The word from Miama early

this month bore out Fidel Cas-

tro’s warnings of an impend-
ing invasion 'of Cuba.' .

The f{irst official word from
the White House came at a
news conference'April 12 when
President Kennedy proclaimed
a  hands - off policy toward
Cuba.

He stated specifically that
there would be no intervention
in Cuba by U.S. forces; that
he opposed the mounting .of
any invasion from this country
and that he would d¢ anything
in hix power to prevent U.S.
citizens from fighting in Cuba.

THAT- APPEARED to settle
the question, but within a few
days there were ‘‘leaks,” ap-

parently from State Depart-
" iment sources, to the effect that
- a dispute was raging within
- the Kennedy administration
over the question of supporting
_an anti-Castro invasion.
Following the dismal col-
" lapse of the invasion, the finger

of blame quickly was pointed
~ut the Central Intelligence

Agency which was accused—

agamn through “‘‘leaks’” from

administnalion sour ¢ e.s—of

biinging  the rebel cause to
" prie! through f o ulty intelli-
gence wopk.
The Presidernt Ap roved
Sare i view . While i

part-in the up-

hc said

he accepted full respousibility
for this Government's actions,

he immediately ordered an in-,

vestigation of the CIA by .re-
tired Gen. Maxwell B. Tay-
lor and by his brothér, Aftar-
'ney General Robert -F Ken-
nedy.

Then the CIA struck back
with & denial of any past mis-.
takes. Before an informal
briefing sessibn of « of
newspaper - editors--which by
pure ‘coincidence happerded: to
be assembled in Washirigton'in
the. wake of the Cuban crisis—
appeared ‘‘a highly placed of-
ficial of the CIA.” -

THIS OFFICIAL denied that
the CIA had miljudgeq Cuban
armed strength or det¢rmina.
tlon and declared the agéncy
had submjitted a’ report—pre-
sumably to the White House—
peinting a true picture of the
situaiion on the eve 01 thc dn-
vasion. | . .

“Because of. tha rulel pﬂwaﬂ-
ing at such informalé govern-

ment briefings, ‘the name of,
-the CIA official did not appear

in connection with what -he
sald. The only clue to his iden-
tity is thé fact that one of the
Bpéakers’ lidted for thé editors'
seminar was Allen w. Du!let.
CIA director. -

AlL . this ;ecriminaupn and

ﬂnger-poin ¢ adé im rest-
ing, i puzzl ldinz
viously was not enjoyed how-
ever, by Mr. Kenngdy and
other adminigtration leaders.
. Speaking- before the Amer-
ican Newspaper Publishare As-
sociation last week, thg Presi-
dent brought up the question
of self-restraint on the part of
newspapers in printing all the
facts they learn. He asked pub-.
ers to_usk themse ra'vs s this!
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comment
policies. | d
It was j'hla-thtt ’
the Navy John
Jr., had in mind *tﬁt« “ron
when e warned his officeysg-
against talking with the pressd
at all unless they wére willing %
to have their names assoelated
with their statements, -
While Pfesident Kenne y B
frowns on lgose-talking offi- i
cials, his administration.like§
its predecessors—often makes §
use of planted “lakg' {from
unnamed White Houlé inurcea S
as a means of f
or congrowona’l
proposed policiea.g .
The Cuban atfaiz foade’ cl&ar'
to ‘the Administration what
Washington learred leng ago:
that "while one man can’ be
trustel to keep a secref, the T
odde against keeping that se.§!
¢ret_fall ra
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